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Field Studi es

During thispast winter vacation we endeavored to provide our studentswith
the opportunity totake part in a field studies class. This class wasoffered by our
teachers Jesse and Wei on a two week basis. The goal of the class wasto provide
studentsthe chanceto go out into society and gather information about | oca-
tionsaround Taipei that are, and have been, both historically and culturally
important to Taiwan as a hation and Taipei asa city. The locations chosen for
this class were: Taipei 101, Long Shan Temple, 2/28 Memorial Park, and Sun
Yat-Sen Memorial hall. The studentswere to take information gathered i nde-
pendently (pictures, notes, observations, answersto questions provided by teach-
ers) and use thisinformation to create a short presentation explai ning the im-
portance of the onelocation they had chosen to focuson. Thepresentationswere
given on thelast day of the classasa fol low up to thefield trips.

The goal of the classwasto have students gain experience gathering informa-
tion and answering open ended questionsindependently whil ein anovel setting

el ass

using English. Overall this pilot project seemed to appeal to the students that
wer einvolved, and it all owed them to experiencelearning in a novel context
using a novel approach. We hope that thi sisjust the beginning for such endeav-

o&:nthegQVer atr(aan'andga will continueto offer new and
imPerBstin tibnsWithiregald té Engtish

guage learning opportunitiesin
thefuture.
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